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Catering

Classical Caterers

classicalcaterers.com

Entertainment

Ambient DJ Service 

ambientdj.com

Auction Coordinators

Benjamin Benson

Pamela Krieger

Adam Palant

Invitation Design 

Laurie Berman

Ad Journal 

Laurie Berman  

Kim Keenan

Printing

Document Depot

documentdepot.net
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Cheers for Team Beth El!

BETH EL SYNAGOGUE
Rabbi Jay M. Kornsgold

Rabbi Matthew S. Nover, Assistant Rabbi and Education Director

Beth El Board of Trustees
Officers

President............................................................... Nicole Ostrowsky-Fabisch
Executive Vice President............................................................Dan Bershad
VP Administration.......................................................................Skip Berman
VP Fundraising...................................................................... Pamela Krieger
VP Membership................................................................. Melinda Korbman
VP Programming.................................................................Jonathan Schaffel
VP Ritual/Education....................................................................Dan Bershad
Treasurer.................................................................................. Brian Wignall
Financial Secretary.................................................................. Eric Steinberg
Recording Secretary............................................................... Jake Gertsman

Trustees
General Trustee...........................................................................Tova Ladley
General Trustee.........................................................................Stacey Palant
General Trustee........................................................................Marc Perlman
General Trustee............................................................................Josh Stopek 
Men’s Club Liaison...................................................................... Brian Albert 
Women’s League Liaison............................................................ Shari Benson
Immediate Past President............................................... Shari Sabath Phillips

Many thanks to these individuals for their contributions to the success of our Gala:

Rabbi Jay M. Kornsgold & Rabbi Matthew S. Nover

Nicole Ostrowsky-Fabisch, President  
and the Beth El Synagogue Board of Trustees

Becky Saboski, Administrative Coordinator

Tammie Rosenblum, Bookkeeper

Rita Kraft & Skip Berman, Volunteer Finance Officers

Tamara & Stu Ostrowsky, Office Volunteers

Helaine Chairnoff, Office Volunteer

Nancy Alter, Webmaster

Celeste Albert, Social Media Coordinator

Tom Beck, Newsletter Editor & Production

David Heyns, Dave Lowe, Sean Lupo,  

and Brian Woolford, Beth El Maintenance Staff

Please visit our Organization & Business Supporters on pages 38-52. 

Their generous support of our Gala and their  
commitment to our community is greatly appreciated!  

Please thank them with your patronage.
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Murray and Beth moved to East Windsor 
in 1982 and found their home at Beth El 
Synagogue in 1998. Their sons, Ari and 
Zach were both tutored by Leslie Kornsgold 
for their B’nai Mitzvah at Beth El, attended 
Hebrew High School and were active in USY.

Over the years, Beth has run programs for 
Women’s League and Mitzvah Day. You may 
have seen her gardening on Beth El grounds. 
Beth’s “heart and soul” connection to the Beth 
El community was chairing and expanding 
its Bikkur Cholim Society for over 12 years. 
She currently enjoys being active with Bikkur 
Cholim and the Rosh Chodesh Group.

Murray designed and produced the Shalom 
for 5 years, refined the Beth El logo design, 
and produced various brochures, flyers, ad 
journals and promotional materials. He also 
co-coordinated the Beth El L’Chaim Bike 
Rides. He is a Ritual Committee member, 
serving as chair for 13 years, Men’s Club 
member, and he continues to read Torah 
and lead daily and Shiva Minyanim from 
time to time.

Beth worked in the Graphic Design field 
before becoming a Physical Therapist for 
22 years, including running a Dizziness and 
Balance Clinic. Since 2019, she has been a 
Community Health Educator at CentraState 
Hospital, teaching topics in Wellness, 
Balance, Yoga, Tai Chi and CPR.

Murray spent 8 years as a record company 
Art Director, ran his own Graphic Design 
studio for over 25 years, and has been a 
Garden Apartment Property Manager for 
the last 14 years.

Both Beth and Murray retired in 2025 
and enjoy hiking, bike riding (especially 
participating in JFCS Wheels For Meals 
rides), traveling and spending time with Ari, 
daughter-in-love Hannah, granddaughters 
Rachel, Tamar and Miriam, and of course 
with Zach.

Gala Honorees

Murray Brenman & Beth Ando-Brenman
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Gala Honorees

AJ & Shari Sabath Phillips

Since joining Beth El Synagogue in 2002, AJ 
and Shari Sabath Phillips have been devoted 
hands-on members of the community. Their 
steady presence at services, communal 
meals, and countless volunteer efforts has 
strengthened the fabric of synagogue life 
for more than two decades. AJ is known for 
his willingness to step in wherever help is 
needed and for his unwavering support of all 
that their children, Ben and Rina, contributed 
to Beth El—from their B’nai Mitzvah through 
their years as Religious School aides.

Shari has been deeply involved in nearly every 
aspect of synagogue life. Over the years she 
has led Shabbat and weekday services when 
called upon, taught in the Religious School, 
and supported congregational meals. 
She currently coordinates the Shabbat 
luncheons. Shari and AJ are the proud 
parents of Alexander (25), Benjamin (24), and 
Rina (21), all of whom grew up within the Beth 
El community.

Shari has also offered dedicated leadership 
in Beth El’s governance. Joining the Board 
of Trustees in 2018 to fill a vacant seat, she 
went on to serve as VP of Administration, 
VP of Ritual and Education, Executive Vice 
President, and President. She now continues 

to guide and support the congregation as 
Immediate Past President.

Shari is a Jewish Educator and teacher. 
Currently between education positions, she 
serves as a Case Manager for Holocaust 
Survivors at JFCS, providing social services 
and social programs for survivors through a 
special grant by the Conference on Jewish 
Material Claims Against Germany. AJ is a  
pipe fitter working out of Plumbers and 
Pipefitters Local 9 and has been working at 
Rutgers for the past several years.
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Many thanks to the following individuals  

and families whose generous contributions  

helped create this winning event!

Laurie & Skip Berman
Ellen Bertman & David Helm

Virginia & Mark Brenman
Pamela Krieger

The Ostrowsky-Fabisch Family
Tamara & Stu Ostrowsky

Susan Schwirck
Beth Weissman & Jay Wertheimer

Enid & Bill Weinstein

Tail Gate SponsorsTail Gate Sponsors



7

Cheers for Team Beth El!

March 15, 2026
26 Adar, 5786

Dear Friends,

Welcome to Beth El’s 115th Anniversary Gala, “Cheers for Team Beth El!” 
Anniversaries invite us to look backward and forward. For 115 years, Beth El Synagogue 
has been a place where Jewish life is lived fully through prayer, learning, celebration, acts of 
kindness and the relationships that bind us together.
Tonight, we are proud to honor Murray Brenman & Beth Ando-Brenman and AJ & Shari 
Sabath Phillips. Through their dedication, generosity and leadership, they have enriched the 
life of our synagogue in countless ways. 
It is fitting that our celebration comes during the time when we read the portion of Vayikra - 
Leviticus. At the opening of this portion, the Torah teaches: “When any of you presents an 
offering to God….” The offerings described in the Torah remind us that building a sacred 
community requires participation from everyone. Each individual brought what they were able 
and together those offerings sustained the spiritual life of the people.
In many ways, Beth El functions in the same spirit. Every act of generosity, every volunteer 
effort, every moment of leadership or support becomes part of the foundation of our 
congregation. When we each contribute in our own way, we strengthen the entire community. 
That is what makes Beth El not just a synagogue, but truly a team—Team Beth El.
This special evening would not be possible without the generosity of those who placed journal 
ads, made donations and joined us tonight in celebration. Your support helps ensure that Beth 
El continues to be a place of worship, learning, friendship and connection for generations to 
come.
A heartfelt thank you to Pamela Krieger, our Vice President of Fundraising, and Laurie 
Berman, who have served as Co-Chairs of tonight’s event, and their dedicated committee for 
their vision, commitment and many hours of work in bringing this evening to life.
As we celebrate tonight, may we take pride in all that Beth El has accomplished during the 
course of its history while looking ahead with hope and determination. Working together, we 
will continue to strengthen this sacred community and ensure a bright future for Beth El.
Enjoy the evening and raise a glass—L’Chaim to Team Beth El!
B’vracha,

Rabbi Jay M. Kornsgold
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March 15, 2026
26 Adar, 5786

Cheers for Team Beth El! We are glad that so many could join us for our celebration. This 
year we are especially blessed to honor two couples who have been such special parts of our 
community.

Murray and Beth are long time members of the community. Murray was the ritual chair when I 
first joined Beth El, and has helped in so many ways, from organizing weekday minyan invites 
to designing our announcement covers. Beth has been active in making the synagogue look 
great, including helping with the landscaping as you come drive into our synagogue on Maple 
Stream Road. Mazal Tov, and Go Team Brenman and Ando-Brenman!

Shari and AJ have also been here for a long time. Shari taught in our religious school, served 
as Vice President of Ritual and Education and as President, and of course, helps to organize 
kiddush. AJ has been a great support, helping throughout the synagogue and lending his 
expertise. Mazal Tov, and go Team Sabath Phillips!

Thank you to everyone who joined us tonight, placed an ad in the Journal, donated, or 
contributed their time and effort to making this event a success. A special thank you to Pam 
Krieger, Vice President of Fundraising for all her hard work, which has made this an amazing 
program. Thank you as well to the Fundraising Committee, who put in countless hours to 
bring this program to life. Don't forget to participate in our Online Auction!

This evening, we celebrate Murray, Beth, Shari, and AJ. Thank you for all your service to the 
Beth El Community. L’chaim and Mazal Tov!

Enjoy the evening!

Rabbi Matthew S. Nover 
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March 15, 2026
26 Adar, 5786

Dear Beth El Family and Guests,
Welcome to this year’s Gala, “Cheers for Team Beth El.” It is wonderful to gather for a 
special evening of celebration, community, and gratitude. Tonight, we come together not 
only to celebrate, but also to recognize the two couples/four individuals whose dedication 
helps make Beth El the vibrant and welcoming synagogue we all cherish.
This evening, we proudly honor two wonderful couples, Shari Sabath Phillips and AJ 
Phillips, and Beth Ando-Brenman and Murray Brenman. Each of them, in their own unique 
way, exemplifies the spirit of Team Beth El—showing up, stepping forward, and sharing 
their time, talents, and leadership to strengthen our community. Their commitment inspires 
all of us and helps ensure that Beth El continues to thrive.
Like any great team, our synagogue succeeds because of the many members who 
contribute their energy, passion, and support. Tonight’s Gala is one of our major annual 
fundraising events, and the generosity shown through attendance, sponsorships, and 
our Ad Journal helps ensure that Beth El remains financially strong and able to continue 
serving our community for years to come. Thank you for being part of that effort.
I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to Pam Krieger, Vice President of 
Fundraising, for guiding our synagogue’s fundraising efforts. Special thanks also go to 
Laurie Berman, our Gala Committee Chair, along with the entire Fundraising Committee, 
whose hard work and dedication made this evening possible. Events like this require 
tremendous planning and teamwork, and we are grateful for all they have done to make 
tonight happen.
A heartfelt thank you as well to the many businesses and individuals who supported this 
event through sponsorships, ads in the Ad Journal, and contributions to our online silent 
auction. Your generosity plays an essential role in the success of this evening. Be sure to 
browse the journal and bid on your favorite auction items.
Most of all, tonight is a chance for all of us to come together, celebrate our honorees, and 
raise a glass and say l’chaim to the spirit and community of Beth El Synagogue. Thank you 
for being part of Team Beth El—and cheers to a lovely evening ahead.

Nicole Ostrowsky-Fabisch
President, Board of Trustees
Beth El Synagogue
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MMuurrrraayy  &&  BBeetthh
AAJJ  &&  SShhaarrii

Thank you
for your contributions, 

commitment 
and dedication to Beth El

and our community

MMaazzeell  TToovv!!

דוֹבכָּהַ לכָּ
Kol Hakavod

TTrruuddii  &&  MMaarrcc  PPeerrllmmaann
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Cheers for Team Beth El!

Congratulations  

and Mazel Tov!

We are delighted to honor

Murray & Beth Brenman  

and AJ & Shari Sabath Phillips

Thank you for all that you have done for Beth El.

You are truly an inspiration  

to the entire community!

— Andrea and Ben Genek and Family —
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Cheers for Team Beth El!
ALL STARALL STAR

Mazel Tov 

to

Murray & Beth Brenman  

and AJ & Shari Sabath Phillips

Thank you for your devotion to Beth El.  

Your contributions are appreciated.

Our synagogue and our community  

are better because of you!

 — Howard and Nancy Alter —
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  Cheers for Team Beth El!   HALL OF FAMERSHALL OF FAMERS

Beth and Murray

Shari and AJ
Thank you  

for all you do  

for Beth El!

MAZEL TOV!!

Arlene and Rob Benjamin 

Marsha and Mark Chazin

Beverly and Jerry Cohen 

Joan Freeman 

Sandy and Marty Halofsky

Lew Kirschner

Rita and Ron Kraft 

Deb and Lew Meixler

Rita Millner

June and Ken Newman 

Sheila and Len Small 

Enid and Bill Weinstein



17

Cheers for Team Beth El!

Individuals and Families:

Caryn & Marshall Alter

Anonymous

Laurie & Skip Berman

Andrea & Ben Genek

Stephanie Haines & KC Gimeno

Rachel Katz

Rabbi Jay & Leslie Kornsgold

Pam Krieger

Bob Levy

Rabbi Matt & Heather Nover

Stacey & Adam Palant

Trudi & Marc Perlman

Esther Schlesinger

Sara & Josh Stopek  

Businesses and Organizations 

All About Word Art

Beat the Bomb

Borscht Belt Deli

Crayola Factory

Fred Astaire Dance Studios, Marlboro

George Street Playhouse

Grunin Center for the Arts

Heinz History Center

Helium Comedy Club

Jenkinson's Aquarium

Jersey Shore Blue Claws

(The) Jewish Museum

Korbman & Co.

Lifetime Fitness

Longwood Gardens

McCarter Theater

Morey's Pier & Beachfront Waterparks

New Jersey Devils

New York Jets

Otherworld Philadelphia

Philadelphia Phillies

Philly Crawling Pub Tours

Sky Zone Nails

Trenton Thunder

Many thanks to all who contributed  
to our Online Auction
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• Gold Page •

With gratitude to  
the best  Soba & Zayda around...

...our cheerleaders in-chief, and individuals with  

impeccable taste in children and grandchildren.

Love, Ari, Hannah, Rachel, Tamar, and Miriam

Honoring a couple  
of unquestionable class and refinement. 
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• Silver Page •
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We Salute

Beth & MurrayBeth & Murray
and

Shari & AJShari & AJ
on this  

well deserved honor!

Mazal Tov!
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  Team Beth El!

The Board of Trustees
of Beth El Synagogue

extends a Mazel Tov to

Beth Ando-Brenman & Murray Brenman

and

Shari Sabath & AJ Phillips

on being honored at the

2026 / 5786 Gala.

Their dedication and commitment in support of  

Beth El Synagogue and the Jewish Community  

are duly recognized and greatly appreciated. 

Many thanks to the Fundraising Committee  

for their hard work, time and effort  

to ensure a successful event.

Go Team!
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MURRAY & BETH BRENMAN
AJ & SHARI PHILLIPS

MAZEL TOV

Thank you for 
all you do for the 

Beth El Community!
AIMEE & ERIC BLUM                       ERICA & DAVE LEWANDA
JENNIFER & JAKE GERTSMAN     SARA & JOSH STOPEK
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Mazel Tov, Murray and Beth
You were family long before you were our family.

Thanks for being our "other in-laws."

-Sarah and Barry
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MAZEL TOV TO

MURRAY & BETH BRENMAN  
AND  

AJ & SHARI SABATH PHILLIPS

THANK YOU FOR YOUR MANY YEARS OF

DEDICATION TO THE BETH EL SYNAGOGUE COMMUNITY.

JACQUELINE AND JOEL GOLDFINGER

Mazel Tov to
Beth & Murray

and 
Shari & AJ

— Karen & Eric Abrams —
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Beth and Murray,  
Shari and AJ!

We are proud to celebrate  
your contributions and dedication 
to Beth El Synagogue. Thank you 

for all you have done for us. 
May you all go from  
strength to strength. 

Natalie and Brad Harrington
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Congratulations on this honor, 

and many thanks 

for your gifts of 

service and friendship 

to Beth El.

We are happy to celebrate with you!

Rebecca & Doug Harris & Family

JZE Solar

To Beth & Murray 
and Shari & AJ

To Beth & Murray 
and Shari & AJ
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Beth El Synagogue greatly appreciates the generous donations  
made by the following individuals toward the success of our  

"Cheers for Team Beth El" Gala, and in honor of  
Murray & Beth Brenman and AJ & Shari Sabath Phillips:

Sheila and Fred Ando

Sam and Fran Braun

Perry Ciccotelli

Stuart and Gaye Cohen

Barbara Glickman and Suzanne Gold

Lois Goodman

Jan Gurvitch

Jan Haig

Joan and Richard Kaplan

Sally Katz

Donna and Stan Kaye

Gary and Ruth Merves

Arlene Pedovitch and Joel Reissman

Eugene and Naomi Schwartz

Robert Schweitzer and Andrea LoPresti

Sherry and Richard Sobine

www.FoundationJewish.org

Mazel Tov!
For their commitments to 

Team Beth El
and the lasting strength of the  

Jewish Community, we happily cheer

Murray & Beth Brenman
and 

AJ & Shari Sabath Phillips
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Celebrating...

Shari & AJ Sabath Phillips
You inspire those around you with your

commitment and compassion for your Jewish
community. Shari, we are especially grateful
for your care of our local Holocaust Survivors.

Mazel Tov!
From the JFCS Family

Murray & Beth Brenman
Thank you for your support of your synagogue
and our agency in our collective work for the

community.

Cheers for  

  Team Beth El!
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  Team Beth El!
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We pride ourselves on being a small, personal, and service oriented family business. With five generations of 
experience, we are here to help guide you through the difficult process of monument selection. 

We encourage you to make an appointment, with no obligation, to discuss the many options available to you.
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We pride ourselves on being a small, personal, and service oriented family business. With five generations of 
experience, we are here to help guide you through the difficult process of monument selection. 

We encourage you to make an appointment, with no obligation, to discuss the many options available to you.

ITS EASIER THAN YOU THINK TO MAKE THE PERFECT MEMORIAL

ITS EASIER THAN YOU THINK TO MAKE 
THE PERFECT MEMORIAL

Sutphen Memorials Inc. has 
been helping families design 
and creates fine granite and 
bronze memorials for five 
generations in the Greater 
Princeton Area. We pride 
ourselves on being a small 
boutique-type, personal and 
service-oriented business. 
        

A.L. Duryee Monuments 
has been in Hightstown, NJ 
since 1909 and is located 
next to Cedar Hill Cemetery. 
Full monument display and 
storefront to help guide you 
throughout the selection 
process. 
       

Family owned and operated by Doug Sutphen Sr.  
and son Doug Sutphen Jr., who have both been  
raised in the cemetery business and understand  

the fine details of a delicate time. 

609.921.6420 609.448.0050

HOPEWELL • NJ HIGHTSTOWN • NJ
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Cheers for  

  Team Beth El!

We Are Proud to Celebrate  

With Beth El Synagogue

Our Warmest Congratulations to

Beth & Murray Brenman

and  

Shari and AJ Sabath Phillips

Member of KAVOD:  
Independent Jewish Funeral Chapels

MAX J. ORLAND
Funeral Director, NJ Lic. No. 5064

JOEL E. ORLAND
Senior Director, NJ Lic. No. 3091

609-883-1400
OrlandsMemorialChapel.com

1534 Pennington Road, Ewing, NJ
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Cheers for  

  Team Beth El!

Looking for New Insurance?
As the insurer of  
Beth El Synagogue 
we welcome you to 
contact our office for all 
your insurance needs.

Services we offer:
•	 Homeowners Insurance
•	 Condominium Insurance
•	 Renter’s Insurance
•	 Automobile Insurance
•	 Flood Insurance
•	 Umbrella Insurance
•	 Life/Health Insurance
•	 Business Insurance

Felsen Insurance Services, Inc.
3155 Route 10, Suite 103, Denville, NJ 07834
Tel: 1-800-2-TEMPLE
Visit us on the web at www.felsen.com
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Cheers for  

  Team Beth El!

MAZAL TOV to Murray and Beth Brenman and  
AJ and Shari Sabath Phillips on your well-deserved honor.  

Go Team Beth El! 
From your friends at: 

 



48

Cheers for  

  Team Beth El!



49

Cheers for  

  Team Beth El!

Murray and Beth
AJ and Shari
Many thanks for  

all that you do for  
Beth El Synagogue!

• Marshall J. Alter, DMD •

Go Team Beth El!
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Cheers for  

  Team Beth El!

WE THRIVE ON CUSTOMER SERVICE!
Auto Repair | Foreign & Domestic

• 	 Engine Repair
• 	 Muffler & Exhaust Service
• 	 Radiator Leak
• 	 Broken Lights
• 	 Check Engine Light
• 	 Cooling & Heating System
• 	 Transmission
• 	 Fuel Leak
• 	 High Performance Vehicles
• 	 Wiring Issues
• 	 Tires 

609-448-5117
www.mountsgarage.com

155 Monmouth Street, Hightstown, NJ 08520

MOUNT’S GARAGE
Your Home Town Vehicle Care Expert

SHOP 
LOCAL

SUPPORT LOCALBIZ

Fresh Produce, Farm Fresh Eggs, Cheeses,  
Dried Fruit, Nuts & Candies, Jams, Jellies, 

Sauces & More! Plus Fresh Breads, Cookies,  
Pies & Pastries Baked on Premises!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK YEAR-ROUND
Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 10am-5pm

www.kylefamilyfarm.com
or call 609-209-4032 for more info

831 Windsor-Perrineville Rd., East Windsor, NJ
Kyle Family Farm is Proud to Announce it is Part of  
the New Ownership of the Working Dog Winery!
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INDUSTRIAL & COMMERCIAL INSTALLATIONS 
 

 
 

1274 ROUTE 130 SOUTH, ROBBINSVILE, NJ 08691 
Business Permit & -587-7168 

 

 



 
 

All of us, regardless of age, wealth or affiliation, have the ability to leave a legacy to 
Beth El Synagogue. Beth El has served the Jewish community for 115  years—your 
legacy gift will enable it to thrive for future generations. 

Leaving a legacy is simple. Some options include:
Bequests in a Will  •  Gift of Life Insurance  •  Gift of IRA or Pension Funds  

Gift of Cash or Assets  •  Charitable Gift Annuity  •  Charitable Remainder Trust  
A Donor Advised Fund at the Jewish Community Foundation  

Other ways – Beth El can help develop a Legacy to meet your needs,  
expectations and dreams.

Thank you to everyone who has made a LIFE & LEGACY Promise  
to sustain Beth El Synagogue for years to come!

Anonymous (18)
Brian & Celeste Albert
Howard & Nancy Alter
Ariel Baruch  

& Lucy Dixon Baruch
Judith Baskin
Skip & Laurie Berman
Laurie and Dan Bershad
Beth and Murray Brenman
Scott, Mark, Jeffrey,  

& Michael Caster
Brian & Jill Chevlin
Perry Ciccotelli 
Pearl Drelich

Ben & Andrea Genek
Rachel & Daniel Goemaat
Ann & Andrew Granett
David Grayson  

& Arlene Swern
Natalie & Brad Harrington
Rebecca & Doug Harris
Rachel Katz
Sonia Kobrin
Rabbi Jay & Leslie Kornsgold
Randy & Miki Krakauer
Pamela Krieger
Barbara Kurlan
Deb & Lew Meixler

Leonard z”l & Rita Millner
Ken & June Newman
Nicole Ostrowsky-Fabisch
Arlene S. Pedovitch
Rafi Reguer & Lori Perlman
Marc & Trudi Perlman
Joel & Lesley Pomeranz
Lisa Sabin
Norma Susswein Saks
Jonathan & Jennifer Schaffel
Wendy Soos
Jodi and Eric Steinberg
Joshua Stopek
Jay Wertheimer

If you want to join this list of stakeholders, dedicated to a strong future for Beth El, 
please contact the Synagogue Office at 609-443-4454.

Marc Perlman, Chair

Beth El Synagogue
50 Maple Stream Road, East Windsor, NJ


